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the war.   Shortly after the fall of Kars had made it some-
what easier for Czar Alexander to conclude a peace, the
Vienna Cabinet sent Prince Esterhazy to Petersburg, who
soon came to terms there with Nesselrode respecting a
Protocol intended to serve as a basis for peace-negocia-
tions,    On January 26, 1856, the Sultan accepted twenty-
one Articles submitted to him by Austria and the Western
Powers (touching the equalisation before the law of Christians
and Moslems in the Ottoman Empire, improvements in tax-
ation and legal administration, and other reforms) which
were framed with the object of depriving the Russians for-
ever of any pretext for meddling in Turkey's home affairs.                \
These preliminary steps having been taken, a Congress for the
settlement of a definitive peace was convoked on Feb-
ruary 25, and the Treaty was signed on March 30.   As
Prussia had taken no part in the war, she at first (presumably                j
at the instance of Austria and England) received no invitation               1
to the Paris Congress.   As, however, the Congress might be
called upon to alter the Vienna Conventions, guaranteed by
Prussia, the latter claimed to have also a voice in the                 i
transactions, and her claim was very properly allowed.                          I
We can gather from a private letter written by Bismarck                |
to Count Hatzfeldt, the Prussian Envoy in Paris (February 7)                 '
what his opinion was upon these occurrences: " It is no                I
misfortune, either to the Bund or ourselves, that we do not
participate in the Conferences; the only result thereof will
be that the stipulations agreed to (and which can only be
of secondary interest to non-participants in the proceedings)
will lack the guarantee of Prussia and the Confederation,
and that it will be doubtful, throughout the Conferences,
whenever differences of opinion accrue, in which scale the
weight of Germany would have been placed . . .   We can,
therefore, very well put up with being excluded from the